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Article 370 is ‘very
much’ alive in BJP’s
manifesto: Jitendra

Kerry in Kurdistan
to urge leaders to be
part of national govt

11 Castro praises
Maradona,

Messi

‘Climate policies
could lift global GDP

by $2.6 tn/year’

2

TODAY’S EDITORIAL
Modi’s time-testing

reforms

CITY WEATHER
Yesterday’s Recording

  Temperature      Humidity
Max 26.8 C     Morning   75%
Min 18.4 C      Evening  79%

Rainfall          6.1 mm

Brazil’s Neymar leaps to stop a pass during the Group A World Cup soccer match
between Cameroon and Brazil at the Estadio Nacional in Brasilia, Brazil, on
Monday. AP/PTI

Group F
Nigeria vs Argentina

Estádio Beira-Rio, Porto Alegre
Bosnia-Herzegovina vs Iran

Arena Fonte Nova, Salvador
Time:  9:30 pm (Wednesday)

Group E
Honduras vs Switzerland

Arena Amazônia, Manaus
Ecuador vs France

Estádio Maracanã, Rio de Janeiro
Time: 1:30 a.m. (Thursday)

" All times are in India Standard Time

UPCOMING
MATCHES

Central aid boosts state’s fiscal health

Crores lost in subsidy to
non-existing industries

GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU
SHILLONG, JUNE 24: The Cen-
tre has lost crores of rupees by
doling out subsidy to non-existing
industrial units in Meghalaya, at a
time when industrial growth still re-
mains a far cry in the state.

At least nine industrial units, all
in the Export Promotion Industrial
Park (EPIP), ceased to exist, but
not before enjoying a subsidy of
nearly Rs 6 crore in the past 15
years.

The information was revealed by
the Commerce and Industries de-
partment in reply to a RTI query
by Tennydard M Marak, a person
known for his prolonged legal bat-
tle against the ST status of Chief
Minister Mukul Sangma.

The Commerce and Industries
department detected the anoma-
lies during a recent inspection and
yet to find out since when these
industries shut their operation or
whether they did not start any op-

SUBSIDY SCAM

Company                                     Subsidy

Maithan Smelters, Byrnihat       Rs114 lakh
Meghalaya Carbides & Chemicals       Rs 92 lakh
Trishul Hi-Tech Industries, Byrnihat       Rs 70 lakh
Gita Ferro Alloys, Byrnihat       Rs 65 lakh
Shree Ganapati Rolling Mills, Byrnihat     Rs 63 lakh
Nezone Alloys, Byrnihat       Rs 58 lakh
Bomber Cement Plant, Byrnihat       Rs 47 lakh
JG Spices, Byrnihat       Rs 37 lakh
Colortek (Meghalaya), Byrnihat       Rs 35 lakh

Total subsidy                      Rs 5.81 crore

Most units have one tribal among many proprietors, reveals RTI

eration at all.
“The matter is under investiga-

tion and the Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) of the state assem-
bly,” W Langstang, director of

Commerce and Industries, told
The Meghalaya Guardian.

Action will be taken against
some of these industries if found
responsible for wastage of public
money, he added while refusing

to divulge any more information on
the under-investigation matter.

Among the nine non-existing
companies, Maithan Smelters es-
tablished in 2004 was the highest

beneficiary
of subsidy
(Rs 114
lakh), fol-
lowed by
Meghalaya
Carbides &
Chemicals
(Rs 92
lakh), Tr-
ishul Hi-
Tech Indus-
tries, (Rs 70
lakh), Gita
Ferro Alloys

(Rs 65 lakh), Shree Ganapati Roll-
ing Mills (Rs 63 lakh), Nezone Al-
loys (Rs 58 lakh), Bomber Cement
Plant (Rs 47 lakh), JG Spices (Rs
37 lakh) and Colortek (Megha-
laya) Rs 35 lakh.

Among these non-existing in-
dustries, Bomber Cement Plang
and Shree Ganapati Rolling Mills
were the oldest ones, established
in 1999 while Trishul Hi-Tech was
the newest, set up in 2006.

Subsidies enjoyed by these in-
dustries include capital invest-
ment (30%), insurance (100%),
transport (90%), power ((3%) and
interest on working capital (3%).

The entire subsidy is provided by
the Centre to industrial units
through the North Eastern Devel-
opment Finance Corporation Ltd
(NEDFi).

Most lucrative among these sub-
sidies, for unscrupulous traders,
is the transport subsidy which can
be manipulated with minimum
chance of getting detected.

Although the Central govern-
ment provides the subsidy to
boost industrial growth in the
Northeast, many companies

                      (Contd. on P-11)

Mining ban hits militants’ coffer
GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU

SHILLONG, JUNE 24: The state po-
lice today claimed that militant
groups have been hit hard due to the
ban on coal mining, a day after
former Union minister Vincent Pala
wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi seeking rehabilitation package
to those affected by the ban.

The interim ban imposed by the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) on
“rat-hole” coal mining has to an ex-
tent affected “revenue generation” of
the militant outfits operating in the
five districts of Garo Hills region, ac-
cording to police.

“The ban on coal mining has some-
how affected them (militants) as they
are also getting revenue from (coal)
business through extortions,” Direc-
tor General of Police (DGP) PJP
Hanaman told reporters here.

According to the DGP, sources of
funding of the militant groups are

           (Contd. on P-11)

" Garo rebels mostly dependent on extortion from coal traders: DGP

DGP PJP Hanaman addressing press persons on Tuesday. TM

‘No directive to probe politico-rebel nexus’
GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU

SHILLONG, JUNE 24: The state po-
lice today said the government has
not issued any directive to probe into
the alleged politico-militant nexus,
although a few police personnel
were dismissed from service and

booked under MPDA Act for their
nexus with insurgent groups.

“The ‘chief executive’ of state gov-
ernment has not asked the police
department to probe into allegations
relating to politico-militant nexus,”

               (Contd. on P-11)

GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU
SHILLONG, JUNE 24: The financial
health of the state had made significant
improvement during 2012-13, compared
to previous four years, a report of the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG)
of India has said.

“The fiscal position of the state viewed
in terms of key fiscal parameters — rev-
enue surplus, fiscal deficit, primary defi-
cit — indicated significant improvement
in the financial health of the state during
2012-13 relative to previous four years
of 2008-12,” the CAG report for the fiscal
ending March 31, 2013 said.

During 2012-13, the state returned to
the status of revenue surplus as revenue
deficit which was Rs 180.34 crore during
2011-12 turned to a surplus of Rs 536.81
crore, it said.

This achievement was mainly due to in-
crease of Central transfer in the form of
share of Union Taxes and Duties and
grants-in-aid to the tune of Rs 614.98
crore (17.14 per cent) during 2012-13
against Rs 201.19 crore (5.94 per cent)
during the previous fiscal.

The fiscal deficit as well as primary def-
icit of the state also significantly de-
creased during 2012-13 compared to the
previous year when revenue receipts in-
creased by Rs 2,725.71 crore from Rs
2,810.64 crore in 2008-09 to Rs 5,536.35
crore in 2012-13, the report stated.

It also said revenue expenditure of the
state increased by 86.36 per cent from
Rs 2,682.78 crore in 2008-09 to Rs
4,999.54 crore in 2012-13.

The CAG said Non-Plan Revenue Ex-
penditure at (Contd. on P-11)

Deaths: civilians – 106, militants – 110, cops – 17

233 fell to militancy in 4 years
GUARDIAN NEWS BUREAU

SHILLONG, JUNE 24: Fatality due to
militant activities in the state has almost
tripled in the past five years with the num-
ber of deaths rising from 22 in 2010 to
61 last year, indicating a deteriorating
internal security in the state, an official
report said.

Altogether 233 persons were killed due
to militancy-related incidents in the peri-
od from January 2010 to June 23, 2014.

Of the casualties, 106 (13 this year)
were civilians, 110 (21 this year) militants
and 17 (none this year) were policemen,
the report made available to the media
on Tuesday said.

The number of civilian casualty has tri-
pled from only four deaths in 2010 to 34
until December last year.

During the period, 89 militants were
also killed and 469 of them arrested and
91 surrendered, it said.

Thirteen civilians got killed till this year
till yesterday while three policemen were

injured, it said.
The number of abductions has risen to

almost ten times during the period with a
record of only three in 2010 to 28 recorded
in 2014 till yesterday. A total of 111 per-
sons were reported abducted so far, the
police report said.

The number of abducted persons this
year was recorded at 28, the highest
during the past four and a half year.

Police have also recovered 233 arms
and 5,735 ammunition besides 128 hand
grenades and 181 Gelatin sticks, the
report said.

Of these, the outlawed Garo National
Liberation Army (GNLA) inflicted the
most deaths, killing 87 persons includ-
ing 17 police men.

The outfit also suffered the worst from
counter insurgency operations losing 44
cadres in gun battle and 217 got arrest-
ed, the report said. The other banned
outfit, the Hynniewtrep National Libera-
tion Council (HNLC) (Contd. on P-11)

Govt mulls
LPG, kerosene

price hike
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24:
After diesel, the govern-
ment is considering raising
cooking gas (LPG) and
kerosene rates in small
doses of Rs 5 per cylinder
and Rs 0.50-1 a litre ev-
ery month to wipe out Rs
80,000 crore subsidy on
the two fuels.

          (Contd. on P-11)

Partial
rollback on

Rly fare hike
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24:
Railways has rolled back
fare hike for short journey
up to 80 kms in second
class and partially slashed
charges on monthly
passes.(Contd. on P-11)

Arrest warrant
against Dhoni

MUMBAI, JUNE 24: A
court issued an arrest war-
rant against national crick-
et team captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni on Tuesday
for allegedly hurting the
religious sentiments of
Hindus, according to local

(Contd. on P-11)

Construction of the bridge over Simsang river in Wil-
liamnagar, which was delayed for 30 years, nears
completion and is expected to be opened within a
few months. Guardian photo


